Smokeless tobacco use among adolescents: correlates and concurrent predictors.
Seventh grade students (N = 1539) from three regions of New York State were surveyed to determine the prevalence of smokeless tobacco use and its relationship to seven background variables, 13 substance use variables, and 19 psychosocial variables. Significant correlations with smokeless tobacco use were found within each of these variable domains. Concurrent predictors for each domain were determined using logistic regression analysis. The resulting three models were combined in a stepwise fashion in an effort to determine the most complete prediction model. The final model indicated that individuals at the highest risk for using smokeless tobacco were rural males who had smoked more than four cigarettes in their lifetime, were more heavily involved with alcohol, had a lower degree of assertiveness and social anxiety, and had reported eating as a coping response. Implications for prevention are discussed.